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maenzeiz | afler from the Principal

INSIDE .Parents of BCE Bobcats,
THIS

ISSUE: . . . . .
We have all experienced a very tragic situation with the unfortunate and

i b bty L unexpected passing of Mr. Jackson. We have welcomed Mrs. Jessica

Campbell to the Bobcat family in this time of sadness and sorrow.
Message firom Mrs.

2 . . . .
Campbell There are two important topics | would like to address. First of all, we
have changed direction with regards to recess before lunch. Also, we

Art * must inform you about FCAT 2.0 in regards to Big Cypress Elementary
Technology 3 School.
Musie 4 As you may remember from the fall newsletter, BCE was to pilot a pro-
gram where students would go to recess before eating lunch. When we
PE 5 . . ) .
got involved in the process of measurement, we found it to be quite
Media 6 cumbersome and difficult to manage. As a result, we decided to move
Commselor’s Corner 7 towgrds recess before lunch next year. We dq plan to pilot the process
during the last month of school after we are finished with State testing.
PTA 3 Hopefully we will be able to streamline the system. We do believe that
et o Fhis program is imporFant for_decrezflsing student trips to the nurse and
increasing classroom instructional time for students.
Screening

Again this year, the State has continued to increase the rigor of the “Cut
Scores” required of students on the FCAT. In other words, students will
be required to score higher to achieve a level 3, 4, and 5 on the test.
The teachers and students are working very hard as a result of the in-
creased rigor. We are confident in their abilities and the interventions
that we provide to all of our struggling students. We anticipate great
success on this new test.

From Your NCH 11

School Nurse

| hope you are setting the course for a Great
New Year. Please feel free to contact me at
school if you have any concerns about your
child.

Thank you,
Robert W. Murray, Ph.D.
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MESSAGE FROM MRS. CAMPBELL

Dear Parents,

Greetings Bobcat Family. | am so excited to be a part of this school community. Please allow
me to introduce myself to you as the new Assistant Principal. I've worked in the district since
2001 as a Math Coach, Reading Coach, and classroom teacher. | am very excited to be a
part of Big Cypress Elementary School and to be working with your children. | have an open
door policy and | invite you to call, email, or stop by with any questions, concerns, or to say
hello. | look forward to providing a positive elementary school experience for you and your
children.

Sincerely,

Jessica Campbell, Assistant Principal

“As always our main concern is for the safety and well-being of our children. |
have very important news to share with you regarding their safety.

“Facebook,” as defined by the World Book Encyclopedia is a “social network
and website.” It specifically states users should be 13 or older to use it.
Unfortunately as a social network it is available to all users of the Internet.

Please keep in mind once something is posted in Facebook it can travel the Internet highway
to places unknown forever. Once information is posted you no longer have control of this
information. We are having some issues at BCE with elementary students using it. Students
are using Facebook as a means to communicate with their peers. Our school district has
filters in place to prevent students from using it at school. However, students are using
Face-book at home or friends*" houses. This is becoming a problem at school as some
students are discussing the postings and in some cases following up with threats, bullying,
and inappropriate behavior. This results in disciplinary measures here at school.

We have been and will continue to address these issues and take appropriate disciplinary
steps. In our partnership with you as parents educating your children, we ask that you discuss
this issue and let your children know all inappropriate behavior will be dealt with. It is not our
intent to be punitive but we must address every issue as it affects our children. | have asked
Ms. Schmitt, Mrs. Jefferson, and Ms. Murray to address the dangers of Facebook in Tech
Lab. Please help us keep your child safe by monitoring their home Internet usage.”
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Happy New Year!!! We are very excited about our unit in clay

that will be coming up in the beginning of February. All grade levels will be learning many
techniques in creating 3-D art made out of clay.

o Fifth graders will be learning about medieval shields and creating their
own in clay.

o Fourth grade will make clay boxes.

e Third graders will use the technique of making pinch pots to create
“puffer” fish.

o Second graders will be making flat fish with 3-D fins and eyes.

o First grade will make clay bears.

o Kindergarten will create pinch pots.

|
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We want to let everyone know about our annual Art Show at the Shoppes at Vanderbilt that
will be in February as well. We have many students from both Mrs. Tart and Mrs. Bratton’s art
classes that will have their artwork displayed there. We will send notifications home with your
child if they have artwork being displayed and we encourage all to come and see this show
that includes artwork from all schools in Collier County. The Shoppes at Vanderbilt are located
at the N.W. corner of Vanderbilt Rd. and Airport Pulling Rd. The show will be going on from
February 10" until the 25™. Hope to see you there!!!

Your Art teachers,
Mrs. Tart and Mrs. Bratton

—
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Technology 20

Congratulations to all of our BCE Bobcats for their performance during the Collier County Sumdog contest.
Our school earned first place honors. We have received a school-wide license to Yenka Math and will be
receiving a trophy! Way to Go!

Remember, even though the contest is over, you can still use your Sumdog account.

N\

In technology class,
Grades 3-5 are currently working on multimedia projects using Microsoft PowerPoint.
Grade K-2 are currently working on desktop publishing projects using Microsoft Publisher.

In the weeks to come, students will be introduced to our Vernier Probes. These are sensors and software
that are used to collect data during science experiments. Students will learn how to use different sensor,
read graphs, and analyze collected data.

Keyboarding is a very important skill for all students to have. Unfortunately, we do not have enough time in
class to practice each week. Type to Learn 4 is available for use at home. With the account information in
hand, parents may freely download the program installer onto their home computer. The student logs into
the program the same way they login at school. They will be accessing the same account as they use at
school.

TTL4 username- Student number

TTL4 password-Student number

Account Code-118984

Use the link for quick access to the files. http://ttl4.sunburst.com/downloads/#FullVersions /
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Happy New Year to all!l!! We are embarking on an exciting third quarter in Music! It’s
recorder time! All 3", 4™ and 5™ graders will be playing the recorder. The 4" and 5"
graders will be dusting off their note reading and recorder playing skills and pushing
themselves to new heights! For 3™ graders, this is an exciting new adventure, filled with
not only learning to play a new instrument, but also learning to read notes on the staff.

The Music Department would like to thank all of the parents who invested in their children’s
music education by purchasing a recorder for them to play in class. This investment in
your child’s education will not only help them grow musically, but will also expand their
hand-eye coordination and critical thinking skills.

The K, 1%, and 2™ graders are also working on their instrument skills, studying steady beat
and rhythm. The students are expanding their rhythm skills and instrument technique
through Frank Leto’s fun and funky “Rhythm Jam Band” and other traditional folk songs,
nursery rhymes, stories and games.

The students in Miss Woznicki and Ms. Cooper’s classes are getting their turn on Orff
instruments, mastering mallet technique on xylophones, metallophones, glockenspiels and
contra bars.

The students in Ms. Murphy’s classes are working on a “World Music Drumming” unit,
using the key words; respect, focus, teamwork, complement, listen,

and balance, to build ensemble skills and community.

Musically yours,

Ms. Murphy, Miss Woznicki, and Ms. Cooper

Adult English and GED Classes
Adult English and GED classes are now being offered at Gulf Coast High School.

Adult English classes are continuing at Barron Collier, Lely and Golden Gate High
Schools. Classes are held Monday-Thursday evenings from 6-8:30.

Call Veronica 377-1319 for more information.
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Physical Education

Happy New Year! We are glad to be back. We are finishing up our units
on basketball and Lacrosse. Next, the P.E. classes in all grades will start
working on cardiovascular exercise through a 3 week jump-rope unit. Ask
your child to tell you what cardiovascular means and how to check their
heart rate.

Future Events:

The Students in 3rd—5th will begin units in diamond sports and tennis.

K—2nd will be working on scooter skills, chasing and fleeing games, and diamond sport
skills.

Field day this year is scheduled for March 30, 2012. Everyone is invited to join us for that fun
event. Please look for more information to come about field day.

Important:

Please remind your children how important it is to use the restroom in their classrooms be-
fore going to Related Arts. We do not have a restroom for the students to use. All classroom
teachers give the students time to go before they come to R.A. and we need to make sure
that the children are taking advantage of that time, even if they don’t think they “need” to go.

As always, wear tennis shoes in P.E.I!I!

Your P.E. Staff,
Mr. Ogden, Ms. Murray and Mrs. Percel

ease continue to save Box Tops and Tyson labels and send them
to school regularly. It helps to get them throughout the year
so that the collectors and counters
can spread out the workload.

E Thank you for your efforts. ;
I Lo
MAKEA It is the easiest fundraiser around! .

D\HEREN(E PTA appreciates your help.

L____J________________
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Media Centler

The second quarter of the school year has been very exciting in
the media center.

The kindergarten students are coming to the library to check out books from the Easy
Fiction and Jr. Non Fiction sections. Grades 3-5 will begin lessons on how to use
Destiny, the electronic card catalog.

We have many students participating in the SSYRA (Sunshine State Young Reader
Award) program. The voting for favorite books takes place in March. So keep reading!

We had great participation in our December library project. It was titled “The Book
Tree.” Students read a book and decorated an ornament about the book. We had 1
tree per grade level to display the ornaments on. It was great watching the trees fill
with ornaments. Thanks to all students, teachers and parents for making our media
center so special.

Watch for our February project coming out the last week of January.

We have purchased 25 Nooks for student use. The SSYRA books
along with some popular titles have been downloaded on them. We
anticipate student checkout to begin very soon. In order to check out
a Nook the student must have a permission slip (signed by student
and parent) on file. Students in grades 3-5 may check out the Nooks.

Please remember to send in used inkjet cartridges. We recycle.

Happy Reading!
Mrs. Hess

Taking Good Care of Books

Use a bookmark.
Put books in a safe place.
‘Wash hands before reading a book.
Hold books carefully.
Turn pages from the top corner.
Keep books dry.
Keep books away from young children.
Don’t mark on books.
Don’t bend corners.



http://sfkpublishing.com/gallery/var/albums/Nook-E-Reader.jpg?m=1311957122
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\ BCE School Counselors

Counselors’ Corner

/
The school counseling department continues to stay busy, serving our students, staff and

families. We will begin our spring semester round of small groups including topics on friendship,
family changes/divorce, and anger control. Our peer mediation program continues to flourish. Our
peer mediators are doing a terrific job of helping students to resolve conflicts and get along with
their peers.

PBS Bobcat Bucks: This is a new PBS (Positive Be-
havior Support) initiative at BCE this year. Students
receive individual recognition by following the BCE ex-
pectations. Teachers distribute a yellow Bobcat Buck
to a deserving student, when he/she has demonstrated
one of the BCE expectations (Responsible, Peaceful,
Respectful and Safe). The student places it in one of
the Bobcat Buck jars in the media center. Bobcat Bucks are randomly drawn on the morning
news on Thursdays, and the counselor visits the students’ classrooms with the prize bucket. The
students love earning Bobcat Bucks!

Respectful
Peaceful
Responsible
Safe

This is a good time to review testing tips with your children, reminding them (and ourselves) that
the FCAT assessments are just around the corner.

Please remember that in order for test-takers to be as successful as possible, they should follow
these friendly tips:

Get a good night’s sleep.

Eat a healthy breakfast.

Be on time to school each day.
Be prepared and remain calm.
Keep a positive attitude.

FCAT Writes & Collier Writes FCAT Reading, Math & Science

February 15, 2012 April 16-27, 2012

We hope you are having a wonderful winter, and wish everyone continued success through the
school year!

Mrs. Pam Green and Dr. George Malless
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Big Cypress PTA

We would like to extend our appreciation to the BCE Bobcat Family for joining the fun
at our Winter Festival! Also, thanks to everyone who came together to make this
event another great event for all to enjoy.

The PTA would also like to welcome Mrs. Campbell to the Bobcat Family! We wish you the best in your
new position as our Assistant Principal.

Bobcat Walk

The Annual Bobcat Walk will be held on Friday, February 24 during Related Arts:

5" Grade: 8:35-9:25

4™ Grade: 9:25-10:15
3" Grade: 10:15-11:05
2" Grade: 11:50-12:40
1* Grade: 12:40-1:30
Kindergarten: 1:30-2:30

The theme this year is, “We Like to Move It” and a percentage of the PTA’s profit will go toward the
Amanda and Olivia Jackson Education Fund. Mr. Jackson was an amazing support to the PTA and this is
the best way we can honor his memory.

Look for the Bobcat Walk Fundraiser Envelope to come home with your child the week of January 30™. If
you are affiliated with a business that may be interested in becoming a Corporate Sponsor, please con-
tact Jennifer js2ironic@aol.com. Interested in volunteering? Contact Pam at pj4always@aol.com.

Ice Cream Social

Don’t forget about the Ice Cream Social coming up on Friday, 3/16 from 6PM-8PM in the
Cafeteria. Thisis a fun event for all to enjoy! Look for more detailed information to come
home with your student in the coming weeks. We hope to see you there!

Come Join Us

Our next meeting is scheduled for January 31, 2012 at 7:00 PM in the Media Center. Our Media Special-
ist, Mary Hess will be speaking at the meeting to inform us on the exciting new Nook eBook Reader pro-
gram. Everyone is invited and we provide childcare, refreshments, and door prizes.

Because of your continued support, the PTA will be able to fund BCE projects such as: Field Trips, School
Calendars, Student Planners, Staff/Faculty Appreciation, Young Authors Program, Fifth Grade Celebration
and various other Student Enrichment Programs. We love this school!

Jennifer Stoneburner, PTA President
js2ironic@aol.com



mailto:js2ironic@aol.com
mailto:pj4always@aol.com
mailto:js2ironic@aol.com
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GOOD NEWS! Going GREEN!

The Virtual Flyer application on the District website is now being used to post infor-
mation to parents and students from approved outside agencies. It is estimated that
this will collectively save school staff thousands of hours of sorting and handling these
flyers, as well as reduce the amount of paper being distributed, saving our natural re-
sources.

The school district and its schools will continue to send home information for parents
and students in students’ backpacks. Teachers will send home assignments and ma-
terials as normal, so be sure to continue to check your child’s backpack frequently for
school and classroom news and homework/grading.

Congratulations

Mrs. Lindsay & Mrs. Finger

2011-2012
Golden Apple

Teachers of Distinction
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Health Sereening

By Manuella Pierre-Charles B.S.N., RN
School Health Screening Coordinator
Collier County Health Department

Florida requires students in grades kindergarten, 1st, 3rd, and 6th to be screened
for vision, hearing, growth and development, and scoliosis. These health screen-
ings which take place in your child’s school are done by staff from the Collier
County Health Department. This year an estimated 35,000 students were evaluat-
ed and by far, vision impairments were the most common finding. According to
the American Optometric Association, 80% percent of all learning during a child’s
first 12 years is obtained through vision. Of the school age children who struggle
to read and comprehend, 70% percent of them have some form of visual impair-
ment which interferes with their reading skills. This shows us that uncorrected vi-
sion hinders learning.

State of the art vision equipment is used to screen the children and identify those
who may benefit from a complete eye examination. A referral letter is sent home
to inform parents of the screening results and if further evaluation is recommend-

ed. The Collier County Health Department strongly recommends children be seen
by an eye doctor. Only an eye doctor can perform a comprehensive eye exam and
prescribe glasses if needed.

In these difficult economic times, we offer resources to those who are uninsured
and underinsured. The following services are available:

Vision Service Plan (VSP vouchers) — provides free eye care services through gift
certificates

Florida Heiken Children Vision Program and Florida Vision Quest- mobile units
that travel to schools, and provide free comprehensive vision services including
glasses

Medicaid or Healthy Kids- a list of local providers that accept these insurance
plans are provided for parents to call and make an appointment.

The school system and the health department strive to assist our students to
overcome barriers that hinder learning. If you received a referral letter, please fol-
low-up with the school health contact listed on the letter regarding any infor-
mation about your child’s visit, as we would like to ensure that this year’s health
screening was effective. If you have any questions or concerns, please do not
hesitate to call your school health contact, whose information is located on your
child’s referral form.

Optometry, The Journal of the American Optometric Association, Practice Strategies: Back to School, Vol 71,
No. 8 August 2000.
Journal of Behavior Optometry, Visual Screening of Adjudicated Adolescents, Vol. 10, No. 1, 1999
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From Your NCH

Spanish
School Nurse Creole

Conjunctivitis

Conjunctivitis (pink eye) accounts for more than 3 million school days lost in
U.S. Public Schools.

What is it?

Conjuncitivitis is the medical term used to describe swelling and irritation of the conjunctiva — which
is the thin membrane that covers the inside of the eyelids and the white part of the eye. Conjunctivi-
tis can be viral, bacterial, or allergic. “Pink eye” is the most common form of conjunctivitis.

How do you get pink eye?

It can be very contagious. Children are susceptible because they are often in close contact with

I each other. Some of the most common ways to get the contagious form of pink eye are:

* Ree of towels or handkerchiefs when wiping your face or eyes

* Not washing your hands

e Touching your eyes frequently
e Using old cosmetics and/ or sharing them with ot he
* I mproper cleaning of your contact | ens

How do you prevent it?

Practice good hygiene. If a child has been diagnosed with infectious conjunctivitis, make sure you do
the following to prevent the spread:

e Encourage children to wash their hands often
e Advise them to avoid touching their eyes

e Use separate towels, washcl ot hs, handkerchi e
daily.

* Change their pillowcase frequently

-
(7]
o)

Treatment:

If symptoms persist please follow up with your physician as soon as possible. Antibiotic ointment or
eye drops may be prescribed. Students may return to school 24 hours after beginning treatment for
infectious conjunctivitis. We want your student back in school and ready to learn.

\

\__

___________‘
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From Your NCH
School Nurse

What is meningococcal meningitis?

It is a serious bacterial infection that strikes between 1000 to 2600 Americans
each year. Although rare, this disease can cause meningitis (swelling of the
brain or spinal cord) or meningococcemia (blood infection).

Who is at risk for getting meningococcal meningitis?

Preteens and teens are at greater risk of getting this disease and are more likely to die compared
with other age groups. Death rates from this disease are up to 5 times higher in teenagers and
young adults (ages 15-24 years) compared with other age groups.

How do you get meningococcal meningitis?

This disease is spread from person to person through close contact. Everyday activities like sharing
a drinking glass, eating utensils, kissing, or living in close quarters can put even healthy preteens
and teens at greater risk for the disease.

What are the symptoms of meningococcal meningitis?

Meningococcal meningitis can be hard to recognize, especially in its early stages, because symp-
toms are similar to those of more common viral illnesses. Unlike more common illnesses, the dis-
ease can progress quickly and may cause death within 24 hrs. Symptoms may include high fever,
severe headache, stiff neck, confusion, vomiting, exhaustion, and/or a rash.

How can you help prevent your child from developing meningococcal meningitis?

Vaccination is safe and effective and the best way to help protect preteens and teens from the dis-
ease. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recommend meningococcal vaccine
for:

Preteens and teens 11 through 18 years of age
College freshmen living in dormitories

Children 2 through 10 years of age who are at increased risk or if elected by their health-care provid-
ers and parents

The vaccine can be obtained through your health care provider or at the Collier County Health De-
partment.

___________’

d

\______________
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From Your NCH ’/ 3 |

School Nurse

De parte de su Enfermera de la Escuela NCH

Cada afio, la conjuntivitis (pink eye) causa mas 3 millones de dias de ausencia escolar
en la Escuelas Publicas de los Estados Unidos.

£ Qué es la conjuntivitis?

La conjuntivitis es el término médico que describe la inflamacién e irritacién de la con-

juntiva- una membrana fina que recubre el interior de los parpados y la parte blanca del ojo. La conjuntivitis
puede ser viral, bacteriana, o causada por una alergia. “Pink eye”’( Ojo Rosado) es la forma mas comun de
conjuntivitis.

¢, Como se pega la conjuntivitis?

Puede ser muy contagiosa; los nifios son susceptibles porque frecuentemente estan en contacto cercano el
uno con el otro. Algunas de las formas mas comunes de contagiarse con conjuntivitis son:

e Volver a usar | as toallas o pafiuel os al | i mpi arsepf!l os
Ol vidar | avarse | as manos

e Tocarse | os ojos con frecuenci a

e Utilizar cosméticos viejos o compartir el maquil IBje c

e La | impieza inadecuada de | os | entes de contacto

. Como se puede prevenir la conjuntivitis?

Practique la buena higiene. Si su hijo ha sido diagnosticado con conjuntivitis contagiosa, asegure hacer lo

siguiente para evitar esparcirlo:

e Exijale a sus hijos que se | aven | as manos con frecuen

e Aconséjeles que eviten tocarse | os o0j os.

e Emplee toall as vy Kbeandxpala inpiarkkd Ids ejos® la tacasLave tas toallas y los

pafuelos a diario.

e Cambie |l a funda de | a al mohada por una | impia frecuent

Tratamiento:

Si los sintomas contindan, favor de visitar al médico tan pronto sea posible. Pueden recetarle gotas o crema
antibidtica. Los estudiantes pueden regresar a la escuela después de 24 horas desde el comienzo del trata-
miento para la conjuntivitis contagiosa. . Deseamos que sus hijos regresen a la escuela y que ellos estén lis-
tos para aprender.

______________~

\__

\

___________‘
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From Your NCH

School Nurse

Mesaj ki soti bo kote Enfimyé NCH Lekol ou a

Maladi konjonktivit la (zye wouj) lakoz ke genyen plis pase 3 milyon jou lekol
pédi nan Lekdl Piblik Etazini yo.

Kisa li ye?

Maladi Konjonktivit la se yon tém medikal yo itilize pou dekri anflamasyon ak

iritasyon conjunctiva — ki se yon ti manbran fen ki kouvri anba po zye ou ak pati blan zye a. Maladi
konjonktivit la kapab yon maladi viral, bakteryal, oubyen li kapab se aléji ki bay li. “Zye wouj” se mo
ki pi komen yo itilize 1€ yo ap pale de malady a.

Kijan ou kapab atrape maladi zye wouj la?

Li kapab kontajye anpil. Timoun pi siseptib pou atrape li paske yo an kontak sere ak 16t timoun parey
yo souvan. Kék fason ki pi komen pou gen kontajyon ak maladi zye wouj la se:

e Reilize sevyet oubyen mouchwa ou sévi pou s
e Lé ou pa |l ave men ou

e Lé ou ap touche zye ou tout tan

e Le ou itilize ansyen pwodwi kosmetik ak/ oub
e Siou pa netwaye vé kontak ou byen

Kijan ou kapab prevni li?

Pratike bon jan ijyén. Si yo jwenn yon timoun enfekte avék maladi konjonktivit, veye pou ke ou fé
bagay sa yo pou anpeche li pwopaje:

e Ankouraje timoun yo | ave men yo souvan

e Avize yo evite touche zye yo

e |ltilize sévyet separe, twal, mouchwa, ak pa

e Chanje sak zorye yo frekaman

Tretman:

Si sentdm nan pésiste tanpri ale konsilte dokté ou san pédi tan. Yo kapab preskri ou krém antibyotik
oubyen gout zye. Elév yo sipoze retounen lekol 24€ apre ke yo komanse tretman pou enfeksyon
konjonktivit la. Nou vle pou pitit ou retounen lekdl e pou pare pou etidye.

___________‘
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